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4605 Cass Avenue ● Detroit, Michigan 48201

Telephone: (248) 258-5188 ● E-Mail: director@emeac.org ● Web: www.emeac.org
April 5, 2012

Dear Parent(s) & Guardian(s),

The East Michigan Environmental Action Council (EMEAC) is holding after-school programming for young people who want to be more involved in their community. EMEAC’s mission is to protect and restore land, air, water and diversity of life through informed personal and public action. We began in the 1960s in response to environmental concerns in Southeast Michigan. EMEAC works in the legislature, in the courts, in township halls and in schools. We played a role in the enactment of most of Michigan’s environmental laws, and have used those laws in court to protect air and water quality, wetlands, natural areas, farmlands and wildlife. We have drafted regulations for local governments, and provided public information and environmental education throughout Southeast Michigan.  During the EMEAC strategic planning session in June of 2005, EMEAC’s board decided to focus on youth environmental stewardship and leadership in Southeast Michigan.

This year we want to provide Detroit-area youth with new opportunities through the Young Educators Alliance (YEA). YEA was created to give adolescents an opportunity to engage and learn about the environmental issues surrounding their communities. We will be introducing participants to numerous topics, building awareness, sharing skills, and empowering them to create the change that they wish to see in their neighborhoods and environment. 

The program will also be introducing the participants to the following topics:

1. Viewing the Environment Through a Different Lens


2. What is Environmental Justice?


3. Youth Activist Communities


4. Media as a Form of Activism 


5. What Does It Mean to Stand Up and Speak Out?


6. Career Panel & Job Readiness training`

The Young Educators Alliance (YEA) is held on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 4:30PM – 6:30PM.  This program is for any interested students who are between the ages of 14 and 24. YEA is held at the Cass Corridor Commons, located at 4605 Cass Avenue Detroit, MI 48201.  By signing the permission slip below you are allowing your child to participate in YEA.

If you have any additional questions, comments, or concerns feel free to contact William Copeland via email at: william@emeac.org or 248-258-5188. We hope to see your child at YEA.

Sincerely,

Diana Copeland
Associate Director of EMEAC

Principles of the Young Educators Alliance! (Y.E.A.)

The Principles of Working Together were created in a multicultural, multinational summit in the Fall of 2002 “to begin to build a national and international movement of all peoples of color to fight the destruction and taking of our lands and communities,” “to promote economic alternatives [and to support traditional cultural economics] which would contribute to the development of environmentally safe livelihoods; and, to secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has been denied for over 500 years of colonization and oppression.”

EMEAC and the Young Educators Alliance! will be using these Principles of Working Together because they are of extreme importance for young people growing up in Detroit today. Detroit faces environmental destruction as it has extremely high air pollution rates, which cause asthma rates and asthma deaths to be well above the average for the state and the country. With all the school closings and uncertainty about the mayor’s plans to shut down neighborhoods in the city, we are seeing the “taking of our lands” reach new heights (or lows). Young people need economic alternatives. Detroit used to be a place where the auto industry provided not only jobs but also an entryway to middle class stability. Now even jobs that used to be “good jobs” barely pay enough to get by. Many teens and young adults can’t even find work. It is essential that we talk about skills and habits that will help young people to create their own opportunities.

As liberation is concerned, we see young Black people suspended, expelled, prosecuted, and detained like never before. Schools and institutions give the message that it is because of some “rotten apples.” Young people don’t learn the analysis and behaviors that will help them work together and determine how they can be free. There is a tradition in our community of challenging injustices that stretches back hundreds of years. We want to help today’s young Detroiters find their own place in this legacy. In other words, they will be able to Stand Up and Speak Out!

The Young Educators Alliance meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 4:30 – 6:03pm.  We cover a variety of workshops and topics that will help participants develop their leadership in conjunction with these principles.  These will include poetry workshop with the Detroit City Wide Agents, a Detroit Environmental Justice Tour, workshops on sustainable careers, and much more.   

We look at our communities in the frame of environmental racism and environmental justice. Environmental racism is the disproportionate impact of pollution, poisons, and environmental hazards on Black people and other people of color. Environmental justice is working so that our community and every community can be clean, healthy, and stable.

We are glad that you are working with us and want both parent/guardian and young people to be involved!


Youth Information

	Youth’s Name:




	School & Grade:




	Address:




	Cell Phone #:


	Email: 


Parent Information

	Parent/Guardian’s Name:




	Address:




	Home Number:


	Cell Phone Number:


	Email:




	Parent/Guardian’s Name #2: (if applicable) 




	Address:




	Home Number:


	Cell Phone #:


	Email:




PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO PICK UP YOUR CHILD:

	Name:


	Relationship:


	Address:




	Home Number:


	Cell Phone #:


	Name:


	Relationship:


	Address:




	Home Number:


	Cell Phone #:


Emergency Contact Information

	Name:


	Relationship:


	Home Number:


	Cell Phone #:


	Name:


	Relationship:


	Home Number:


	Cell Phone #:


	Name:


	Relationship:


	Home Number:


	Cell Phone #:


Accident/Injury Waiver

As legal guardian of,_____________________________________________, I hereby consent that s/he can participate in East Michigan Environmental Action Council (EMEAC) activities. I understand that all precautions will be taken to prevent any accidents or injuries. Therefore, I fully and completely waive any and all claims for liability or damages that I could have or that could be brought as a result of any injury that may be sustained by him/her while participating in EMEAC activities. I hereby release and hold harmless EMEAC, its officers, directors, and employees.

	Parent/ Guardian Signature:


	Date:


Photograph/Video Wavier

As legal Guardian of _______________________________________________, I give my permission for EMEAC to take photographs, slides and/or video pictures to be used in the marketing, publicity and program development.

	Parent/ Guardian Signature:


	Date:


Medical Treatment Authorization  

As legal guardian of________________________________________, authorize East Michigan Environmental Action Council and its agents permission to request medical treatment as necessary to sure the well being of my child. All medical expenses will be the responsibility of the participant or the participant’s parent/guardian.

	Parent/ Guardian Signature:


	Date:


Transportation Permission

As legal guardian of _______________________________________________, give permission for our (my) youth to ride in any vehicle driven by an approved ADULT chaperone while attending and participating in activities sponsored by East Michigan Environmental Action Council (EMEAC). My child/youth and I understand that SEAT BELTS SHALL BE WORN AT ALL TIMES during transportation.

	Parent/ Guardian Signature:


	Date:





Young Educators Alliance (YEA) Permission Slip  











